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THE BEGINNING OF A NEW DECADE
Yes, January 1 begins the year 2020, which is also the beginning of a new decade! You may have wondered—as I have—
how we arrived at this momentous year so quickly. Of course like I’ve heard much of my life, the older you get, the faster the time
seems to fly! However, like the start of all New Years, there are always things to think about and ponder.
More than making New Year’s Resolutions, it’s better to consider what the Lord would have you do more, better, or with
more consistency in the New Year. Most of us could follow Paul’s example as he wrote in Philippians 3:12-14 “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of
me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” The Lord has
called us—therefore, let’s “press on toward the goal…”
Beginning a New Year is often pictured as starting with a clean page on which we can write a new chapter in our story; or a
fresh canvas upon which we can create a new piece of art to show where we are at this time in life. As you write, or draw, or paint, or
however you choose to develop your future, surely it is wise to listen to and follow as the Lord leads. I have a card that has
developed over time which simply says: “I’m learning to listen, and I’m listening to learn, and I’m learning to lean on Jesus!” Maybe
those thoughts would encourage and challenge you as you move forward with the Lord in 2020.
Another matter to ponder as we begin 2020 is what kind of legacy do you want to leave once your time is up on this
earth? Rick Warren, Pastor of Saddleback Church in California, said: “Love leaves a legacy. How you treat other people, not your
wealth or accomplishments, is the most enduring impact you can leave on earth.” Hasn’t that been true for you? It’s how

others treat you that determines how you remember them, and it’s how others will remember you. Here is another
similar thought. Maya Angelou, (American poet and author) said: “I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will
forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.”
My prayer is that you will be blessed, encouraged and inspired to follow Jesus and find great joy in your serving in His
name throughout 2020!
I’m so glad to be your DOM,
Glenn

Future PBA Dates and Opportunities
The PBA Office will be closed December 20-January 1 for the Christmas Holiday. We wish you all a
very Merry Christmas!
THANK YOU to First Baptist Granbury for hosting the PBA Staff Christmas Party. The decorations
were beautiful! Food from Paradise Bistro was wonderful and Dennis Swanberg gave us a great
night of laughter. Fun evening of fellowship!

Churches Needing Staff
BLUFF DALE—Sunday morning Nursery worker. If interested email morphewtrio@gmail.com.
FAIRVIEW - Childcare/Nursery help. email: jesse76049@yahoo.com
FBC THORP SPRING - Music Leader Email: kevin@thorpspring.com
ALSO, please pray for COTTONWOOD and BRAZOS RIVER CHURCH
as their Search Committees seek new Pastors.

January Birthdays
2
2
4
4
6
10
14
16

Camille Landis (Aaron) - Mambrino
Erick Anaya - Nueva Creacion
Alma Anaya - Nueva Creacion
Kelly Jones (Dan) - Triple Cross
Heather Lehrman (Lonnie) - Granbury Baptist
Mona Dolan (Mark) - Acton
Toya Davis (Clint) - Cottonwood
Rusty Addison - Lipan Cowboy

Prayer Corner
New Pastors

Churches seeking Staff
Peace in Israel
Our Nation will Turn Back to God
Blessings for the PBA Churches
in the new year

January Anniversaries
11 Katy & Luke Dorr - FB Granbury
24 Josiah & Laura Thompson - Rivers

“Pray without ceasing;” 1 Thessalonians 5:17

GREETINGS FROM OUR PASTORS
Christmas is my favorite time of year. I love the decorations, the carols and that people are usually
giving and compassionate. I would not mind if it was Christmas all year! The good news is it really is
Christmas year-round for those who have accepted Jesus as their Savior. Those who have done so
have accepted God’s greatest gift that was given that first Christmas. Christmas is all about Christ
and therefore believers have Christmas in their hearts all year! Merry Christmas!
Darryl Chandler, Pastor of Allison Baptist
I really enjoy doing New Year’s resolutions. It’s fun and exciting to dream about how I can be better
this year than I was last year. Maybe you’ve decided to be more adventurous this year. Maybe you
have resolved to read more. Maybe you’re determined to lose that extra weight you’re carrying
around. Whatever your resolution, statistics show you probably won’t follow through on it. Don’t take
it personally, you’re just like the rest of us—flawed, fickle, and fallen. But God isn't. He is not a man
that He should lie or a son of a man that He should repent or change His mind. Has He said, and will
He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? Even when you and I are faithless,
He remains ever faithful. Unlike our promises that hardly ever make it a whole year, God keeps His
promises from everlasting to everlasting. And when Jesus was born in the manger, God made a
promise to you and me. He promised to repair what we had broken, restore what we had destroyed,
and find what we had lost. And He made good on that promise on the cross. So, whatever your
promise is to yourself this year, try hard, work at it, put in the effort to see it through. But whatever
happens, remember that God’s promise to you still stands—and it always will.
Daniel McKay, Associate Pastor of First Baptist Granbury
The Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We observed His glory, the glory as the
One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) This verse puts Christmas
into perspective for me. Jesus comes into this world and our lives, not simply to visit, but to take up
residence with us. When someone resides with us, we are fundamentally changed. We cannot put
on a show our entire life. At some point the ugly comes out. When someone resides with us, they
see who we really are. Residing with someone changes us. We either become more like them, or
we battle with them for our entire time together. May we all become more like the One who resides
within us this year.
Troy Strickland, Pastor of First Baptist Lipan
Found this a little while back, and so relevant to today...Author unkown: One Sunday the following
obituary reading was distributed at the First Neglected Church. This is how it read: "Mrs. Prayer
Meeting died recently at the First Neglected Church on Worldly Avenue. Born many years ago in the
midst of great revivals, she was one of the most influential members of the church family. For the
past several years Mrs. Prayer Meeting has been failing in health. At the last she was but a shadow
of her former self. her last whispered words were inquiries concerning the absence of her loved
ones, now busy in the markets of trade and places of worldly amusements. Experts, including Dr.
Works, Dr. Reform, and Dr. Joiner, disagreed as to the cause of her fatal illness. They had
administered large doses of organizations and socials, but to no avail. A postmortem showed that a
deficiency of spiritual food, coupled with the lack of faith and general support, were contributing
causes. Only a few were present at her death. In honor of her going, the church door will be closed
on Wednesday nights".
Pastor Jesse Reuterskiold, Fairview Baptist

GREETINGS FROM OUR PASTORS continued
It is amazing how the Lord moves in and through His people of Bluff Dale Baptist Church to meet
community needs, both those of the body and those who live and work in the community. It is also
amazing how the Lord allows this minister to be the pastor of such a body, for us to come along
side one another to serve and worship together. Throughout this past year, we have truly seen how
Proverbs 3:5-6 is true, as we have sought to 'trust in the Lord with all our hearts' for direction and
ministry focus. No, we are not perfect, nor do we always perfectly follow that to the letter, but we
have found Him 'making our paths straight' along the way. It is my joy and privilege to come alongside the folks of Bluff Dale Baptist Church. I look forward to a new year of ministry and growth!
Scott Pace, Pastor of Bluff Dale Baptist

From “A Thrill of Hope” by
Jane L. Fryar

MINISTRY LEADERSHIP &
TEAM TRAINING WORKSHOP
To Be Held On:
Saturday, January 18th, 2020
1:00-5:00 PM
At:

Waples Baptist Church
1200 Temple Hall Hwy., Granbury, TX 76049
Topics to be covered:

How to intercede for your Ministry Team.
How to engage Members of your Ministry Team.
Discovering what GOD has in mind for your Ministry Teams.
Making certain that Ministry Team Members share your vision.
Finding out if all Ministry Team Members have been called to use their GOD given
talents and energy in this particular ministry.

Leaders for this workshop are:

Glenn Ward Director of Missions, Paluxy Baptist Association
Lindsay Luedeker
Scott Dix

Senior Pastor, Waples Baptist Church

Associate Pastor, Waples Baptist Church

Chris “Boots” Hubbard

Minister of Education and Outreach, Waples Baptist Church

Who should plan to attend:
Ministry Team Leaders

Ministry Team Members
Pastoral Leadership
This is a free event. A light snack will be provided between sessions.
No childcare is provided.

Please RSVP by January 10th, with Boots Hubbard at bootshubbard@yahoo.com
or with the Waples Baptist Church office at waplesbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Sponsored by:
PALUXY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION & WAPLES BAPTIST CHURCH

Paluxy Baptist Association Statement of Cash Flows
January 1 to November 30, 2019

Shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/75-2531016 and Amazon donates to Paluxy Baptist Assoc.
PALUXY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION is now listed on AmazonSmile.org as a Non-profit Organization.
Sign up for PBA to be your charity choice and Amazon will donate a portion to the PBA Mission
Fund. Go to AmazonSmile.org to register. We appreciate you!

BLESSINGS
IN THE NEW YEAR
2020

